
 

Crossroads Comments                                                    June 2010 

Weavings from Mae’s Library 

 
“The winter is past, the rain is over and gone.  The flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing 
has come and the voice of the turtle dove is heard in our land.” 
 
These words, from the Song of Solomon, must have been written about California’s Contra Costa 
County.  Well, probably not, but spring is certainly smiling in our area.   The hills that surround us 
seem to rejoice because their thirst has been quenched by winter’s generous rains.  They survived 
seven years of drought and once again wear spring’s fashion color of green. 
 
Robins and sparrows stake out a homestead in the budding trees.  With busy beak and wing, they 
gather twigs and strings and whatever is needed for castle building.  I have reserved last year’s  
address for Mr. and Mrs. Mockingbird.  I’m hoping they will build their new home in the same tree in 
my back yard.  They gave me many moments of enjoyment last spring.  Daily I watched them  
tirelessly care for their family.  Then one day, they were gone.  I wonder if these “parents” felt the 
loneliness of an empty nest? 
 
The flowers have appeared in my garden.  The camellias, even with their lack of fragrance, are a 
showcase of beauty.  Their color of bold crimson, delicate pink, immaculate white, or artistic  
peppermint candy striped, make it impossible to choose a favorite.  Those ashen bulbs that seemed so 
lifeless when planted last fall have grown into dignified stately plants.  Royal purple iris, lemon  
yellow daffodils, and cardinal red tulips flaunt their kaleidoscope of colors.  Who could fairly judge 
this beauty contest? 
 
Omitted from the Song of Solomon is the mention of an over abundant crop of weeds that accompany 
the blooming flowers.  These unsightly and troublesome plants greedily dine on the added nutrients 
from the soil intended for the flowers.  These enemies of the garden must be unearthed and discarded.  
If not, they will soon overshadow the beauty of the garden.  Remember the parable of the sower?  
Some seeds fell among thorns and the thorns grew quickly and choked out the good plants.  A garden 
requires persistent tending for its true beauty to be seen.  My heart is like a garden.  It needs constant  
tending.  I must not nourish even the smallest seeds of selfishness, envy, pride, jealousy, greed or ill 
feelings.  These seeds germinate and grow quickly.  If not uprooted, they will overshadow meekness, 
gentleness, goodness, and long-suffering.  They will steal away my joy and choke out peace.  My 
faith will be weakened.  Be on guard, oh my soul! 
 
Daily search me, Lord, and know my heart.  Uproot any undesirable thought that may take 
root, grow and flourish to rob the beauty of your love from my life.  Nurture me with your 
presence where there is fullness of joy.  Make of my life a beautiful, weed-free garden where 
the Rose of Sharon blooms with radiance.  Amen 

- Mae Cromwell Bakay 
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Joe Rajeski  2 Beau Hall  11 
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April Brown  8 Maria Berrios  21 

Mary Ellen Johnson 8 Herm Dost  22 

Len Souza  9 Frank Rossini  24 
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Herm and Elsie Dost thank all of you special,  
wonderful Crossroads friends for your prayers 

and support during a difficult time. We are  
 especially grateful and appreciative of the 

amazing ladies who brought delicious dinners 
that kept us going. 

THANK YOU! 
We thank God for the angels he sends us 
every day. Our love and thanks and may 

God’s blessings go out to all of you. 
Love, 

Herm & Elsie Dost 
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Carl & Diane Grant 825-8225 Tues. 7:30pm                 Concord/Bay Point           Matthew 

Carroll & Carol Virt 676-3046 Wed. 7pm               Concord            James 

Steve Stewart  672-6901 Wed. 7:30-9pm              Clayton            Hole in the Gospel 

Marty & Cindy Koll 672-7371 Wed.        7 - 9pm                 Clayton            Acts 

Richard & Kathy  671-7137 Thurs. 6:30 -  9pm            Concord            The Gospel in Life 
Howarter 
 
Dan  Schrantz  &  680-7799 Thurs. 6:30—8:00pm      Concord            Acts 
Stephanie Soltero    
 

Women’s Bible Study Tuesday  mornings at  9:30, Crossroads Church, room 210 

Contact Carla Stewart 672-6901 

 

Women’s Bible Study Thursday evenings at 7:00pm,  Crossroads Church , Youth Room 

Contact Linda Knight 682-9548 

         Home Fellowship 

        What a great way to meet  

   members of your church family while  studying  

               scripture and getting closer to Jesus. 
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We are blessed to welcome Voices of Micronesia here at Crossroads Covenant 
Church Wednesday, June 23rd at 6:00, with what is sure to be a joyful event... 

 
 

 

 

“Voices of Micronesia” is a touring group representing Pacific Islands University, 
located on the island of Guam.  Our students represent island groups such as 
Chuuk, Yap, and Palau.  They come from among the poorest and most isolated 
people in the world who, not long ago, were warriors and cannibals.  Since the 
gospel arrived, however, those islands have been radically changed by the power 
of God.  The group of fifteen students presents island music, cultural dance 
(including the fast-paced Chuukese stick dance), and testimony.  Pacific Islands 
University is dedicated to providing a Christ-centered education for  

students from Micronesia and around the Pacific Rim. 
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